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structure, from Pater in variety of mood. Such
prose as I mean must be serio'us, liquid, profound,
11 must probably eschew all broad effects of humour;
it must eschew narrative; it must be in its essence
lyrical, an outburst like the song of the lark or the
voice of the waterfall. It must deal with beauty,
not only the beauty of natural things, but the beauty
of human relations, though not trenching upon
drama; and, above all, it must take into itself the
mystery of philosophical and scientific thought.
Science and philosophy are deeply and essentially
poetical, in that they are attempts to build bridges
into the abyss of the unknown. The work of the
new lyrist must be to see in things and emotions
the quality of beauty, and to discern and express
the magic quickening thrill that creeps like a flame
through the material form, and passes out beyond
the invisible horizon, leaping from star to star, and
from the furthest star into the depths of the ancient
environing night,